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January 4th, 2020 
Koinonia Good News Letter – BACK TO THE FUTURE! 
 
From the Transition Board President,  
Rev. Robert Wollenburg 
Dear Friends, 
 
Themes like “Back to the Future” and “Starting Over Again” and “Rising to New Heights” are in my 
mind and heart. They are there in a prayerful way. They are there as plans are discussed for a full 
reopening. They are are there because God has given us this “kairos”* moment!  
 
Those hopeful themes are there, also, because of YOU! This December, the last month of a terrible 
year, has been a wonderful month for Koinonia. Your financial gifts are giving Koinonia a foundation 
on which to build! Your support has been truly marvelous.  Because of you, Koinonia is able to go 
back and plan for the future, start again programs that you love and go higher with new things than 
ever before. 
 
Koinonia has received so much of you! Thank you from the Transition Board, from donors who gave 
from their pockets and volunteers who have bent their backs, from our lone staff member, Dr. 
Kathleen Ruen, part time Interim executive director, and from the many who will in the future enjoy 
the fruit of what you have done for Koinonia’s ministry!! YOU cannot be thanked enough.  
 
But “you” are not done! No, not at all. Don’t even think that for a minute. PLEASE!! 
 
You are needed to tell others of what God has done for Koinonia and invite their participation. You 
are needed to plan a visit to Koinonia to stay in the Kairos Conference Center (yes, that’s the name it 
was given long ago) or one of the cabins. And (and this is a big one), you are needed to help with 
Koinonia’s Capital Campaign.  
 
Let me tell you a little about the Campaign.  

1. If you have an idea for a theme and byline, send it to board@koinoniany.org. I will find it 
there. Please do give this prayerful thought as you riff on the themes mentioned above.  



2. Because Koinonia already has $228,625 in gifts and pledges thanks in large part to 
Transition Board gifts and pledges, the plan is to increase our goal from the resolution at 
our February 7th, 2019 Corporation meeting to raise $500,000. The generous initial 
response and the number of potential projects that could be completed, leads us to 
revise our goal before the campaign is launched. 

3. We will tell you in a future news release how Campaign money will be spent. There are 
specific ideas being floated. 

4. Dave Brunkow, a partner from GSB, is consulting with us. You may not know him, but he 
has known Koinonia since the days of the first executive director, Jerry Manlove. (Jerry 
passed away on December 16th and you can view his memorial here. Koinonia was one 
of three organizations he suggested for memorial gifts) Dr. Ruen and I had our first 
meeting with Dave December 29, and it was extremely helpful.  
  

In other good news – repairs and improvements, strategic initiatives  
 

1. Painting of the public areas in the Kairos Conference Center is complete. Deep cleaning 
is in progress. 

2. Olsen Mechanical has begun installing heat pumps in the Asdahl House (the house on 
the left when you first enter at the main entrance) and the Administration/Staff 
House. They will then install heat pumps at Two Family, Lakeside and then the Kairos 
Conference Center. Heat pumps will be a tremendous annual cost savings and allow 
guests to efficiently select their own comfort level!  

3. Painting of the interior of Caritas House is in progress. It will, also, receive a heat 
pump. The house was “abandoned” several years ago when mold forced it to be 
evacuated. It is a major asset, once the residence of Rev. Bob Nervig, Executive 
Director. We are rehabilitating it for an anticipated future full time staff person.   

4. Koinonia leadership is working on a renewal of the campground beginning with plans for 
a new shower house.  

5. The Transition Board is working on a list of 12 nominees for the next Board.  
6. The next Annual and Corporation meeting is Feb 28. Where/how to be determined. 
7. The Transition Board is working on a well-considered 2021 budget to be presented at the 

Feb 28 Corporation meeting 
 
PLEASE NOTE A NEW PHONE NUMBER. Koinonia’s phone service was cut off for a couple of years but it 
has been restored. The old number was not available. The NEW NUMBER is (845) 456-0214 
 
You may also reach someone at Koinonia via the following email addresses: 
For board suggestions and responses – board@koinoniany.org 
For questions about your donation – bookkeeper@koinoniany.org  
To reach the Executive Director – kkruen@koinoniany.org 
To reserve a retreat or cabin – register@koinoniany.com 
For other inquiries - info@koinoniany.org 
 
Philippians 4:6 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”     THIS IS WHY we can be hopeful 
about the future, starting over, and expecting new heights.  
 
For the New Year from C. S. Lewis who once summed up the essence of Christian faith by saying, “We 
are about hope”: “There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind.”  
 
_________ 
*“Kairos” is a Greek and Biblical word that means “the opportune and critical time”; a time to move 
forward and act, building community, in and at “Koinonia.” 


