
 
April 3, 2021 
Koinonia Good Newsletter – Happy Easter! 
From the Transition Board President, Rev. Robert Wollenburg and Executive Director, Dr. Kathleen Kristin 
Ruen 
 
From Rev. Robert G. Wollenburg, Board President 
 
Did you ever wonder whether Good Friday is necessary, whether death is necessary?  Might God have 
chosen another means to bring us to eternal life?  To answer one would have to know the mind of God, 
an impossible thing.  Instead of an answer, we trust that what God ordains is always good, as the hymn 
says (LBW #429; see Proverbs 16:3).  
 
It is Good Friday as I write to you.  No one’s death is pleasant, even Jesus’ own death.  In the wake of 
Covid, mass shootings and tragedies of all kinds, to find the “good” can be useless.  In the case of Jesus, 
we know His death is good because it is the prelude to His Resurrection, and the Resurrection is God’s 
promise to us that life continues even in the midst of death! 
 
As we come to Easter Sunday, to celebrate once again the Resurrection of Jesus, let us always give 
thanks that God is near at hand to renew our lives, refresh our spirit and restore our bodies.  With God 
beside us God’s life in Christ Jesus is always giving us new life!   
 
At Koinonia we are seeking to live for life in the midst of death.  We are, quite frankly, testing our 
capacity to live out the ministry that was Koinonia and bring it to a higher community, new joys, 
increased learning, inspirational events and greater loves. The Resurrection is God’s invitation to live life 
to its fullest.  That is our ambitious goal for the future of Koinonia. 
 
Below you will read of Dr. Ruen’s ambitions for Koinonia.  To achieve the goals the Board is considering 
we need you!  You need not be “the saviour”; we will reserve that for the One who is the Saviour of us 
all.  We simply need you to be steady and generous (thank you for being so already!), ready and willing 
to labor with your hands (hands in prayer are also welcome!), thoughtful and creative (don’t hesitate to 
share your ideas!).  Kathleen is putting new life, God’s life, into Koinonia.  As she guides us into new life 
at Koinonia, I invite all of us to follow and assist. 
 
May God in Christ Jesus lead and guide each of us into wonderful and happy Easter days! 
 
Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen, indeed.  Alleluia!! – Bob Wollenburg 
 
 
 
From Dr. Kathleen K. Ruen, Interim Executive Director 
 
Blessings and Greetings to you during this transformational and miraculous Easter season.  Like a 
chrysalis, Koinonia is re-forming under a protective shell of God’s Grace and the incredible gifts of time 
and treasure from the Koinonia community.  In the next few months, God willing, Koinonia will emerge, 
along with all of us sheltering through the COVID pandemic, and surprise and inspire us all.  As we wait 



and work, I would like to share the news about what is happening under the surface, so to speak, and 
how you can be involved. 
 
Although the camp is technically closed to guests, reservations are coming in for the summer and the 
fall.  If you want to book a cabin for the summer, we urge you to contact us now 
(register@koinoniany.org).  If there are no cabins available, please consider renting a room or two in the 
Conference Center.  We will provide meals and it will be a wonderful opportunity for you to socialize 
and build community with folks that love Koinonia.  And if you really want to get back to nature, we plan 
to have 12 campsites open.  Our 2021 rate sheet is here. 
 
On Memorial Day weekend we will offer programming and recognize those who have given so much to 
Koinonia over their lifetimes.  We hope you will consider staying in the Conference Center, tenting at the 
campsite, or coming up for a day of programming.  Mark it on your calendar. 
 
We are beginning to form our committees and teams and will have our first meetings in the next two 
weeks.  If you feel called to serve Koinonia in the areas of finance, strategic planning, property, 
marketing/outreach, or worship/program, please be in touch. 
 
Are you ready to do some work at Koinonia?  We are in the process of planning work weekends 
throughout May to clean up the trails and campsites, prepare the Conference Center for guests, and in 
general prepare Koinonia for guests starting Memorial Day Weekend.  If your church is interested in 
bringing up a group, contact the office and we will find a place for you to stay and tasks for you to do!   
 
Koinonia is hiring!  Our first priority is to hire people who take care of people, and then we will look for a 
property manager who can oversee the buildings and general maintenance.  We are searching for a 
Retreat Director, a Program Director, and a part-time Office/Outreach Manager.  Please spread the 
word and pray that God sends us talented and strong candidates who are called to grow along with 
Koinonia!  Please find the job description link here. 
 
The process of getting our buildings up to code continues.  Now that we have attained our electrical 
permits, we can have a full electrical inspection and move toward a final code inspection.  Bob 
Bliefernich has secured a certified plumber who is testing all the pipes in the Conference Center and will 
also make sure the kitchen plumbing will pass a Department of Health Inspection.  Our painters and 
handymen, Golden Rollers, are working through each building to repair large and small items that will 
answer local code requirements and make the buildings safer and more aesthetically pleasing. 
 
WIFI is coming to the conference center!  It may take some time, but the process has begun.  Spectrum 
arrived on Friday, March 26th for an initial inspection which will be followed by an engineer’s survey, 
final cost, and installation.  We are working with another tech company that will be able to install 
boosters so each room will have strong WIFI access.  A generous donor has offered to pay a significant 
amount of this cost. 
 
The Easter Spring Appeal is in full swing.  Gifts, pledges and electronic donations are all coming in.  
Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far.  The Common Ground Family is growing significantly.  
Many are giving the same or more than the Christmas Appeal.  Thank you!  If you are able, please 
consider a gift to Koinonia to celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the arrival of 
Spring and the trust that we will again meet at a stronger Koinonia.  Please see our Easter Appeal Letter 
here. 



 
Last, but not least, we are holding our first in-person indoor worship service at Koinonia on Sunday, April 
11th at 3pm in the Conference Center for people who have been fully vaccinated.  Our board member Dr. 
Anthony Geraci gave us the go ahead and said we can sing and even hug!   Pastor Paul Johnson will 
preside and the Interim Executive Director will lead everyone in song.  There is room for 30 people to 
attend.  If you would like to join us please RSVP here.  If you are unable to come up, we plan to live-
stream the worship on Facebook and Zoom, as technology allows. 
 
I will see you soon on the other side of Easter, 
 
God Bless- Kathleen Ruen 
 
You may also reach someone at Koinonia via the following email addresses: 
 
For board suggestions and responses – board@koinoniany.org 
For questions about your donation – bookkeeper@koinoniany.org  
To reach the Executive Director – kkruen@koinoniany.org 
To reserve a retreat or cabin – register@koinoniany.org 
For other inquiries - info@koinoniany.org 
 
 


