
February 24, 2021 
Koinonia Good Newsletter – FORWARD TO THE FUTURE! 
 
From the Transition Board President, Rev. Robert Wollenburg and Executive Director, Dr. Kathleen Kristin Ruen 
 
Dear Friends of Koinonia, 
 
The theme of our last newsletter was “Back to the Future.” There we noted past and present activities at the 
Camp that would bring Koinonia back to what it was when the future was full of hope. 
 
The theme of this newsletter, the last before the 2021 Annual Meeting and the election for the next board of 
directors is “FORWARD TO THE FUTURE.”  In this issue we want to emphasize Koinonia’s embrace of a new 
future, one that builds on the past and looks forward to exciting changes.    
 

1. Past Leadership Changes.  This past year we had to say farewell to three outstanding Koinonia leaders 
from the past.  JERRY MANLOVE was a beloved executive director who entered into the eternal arms of 
Jesus a few months ago. EDDIE LINCOLN, who served Koinonia on maintenance with John Asdal and 
under Bob Nervig, passed into eternal rest in late December. Recently, RUSS HANSEN entered eternal 
rest.  His financial expertise and hundreds of hours of dedicated volunteer work “on the books” 
contributed immensely to Koinonia’s past financial success.  All of these men gave generously of their 
time and talents and treasures.  Thier families welcome you to leave a memorial gift to Koinonia.  
When Covid is past, let’s look forward to a festive celebration at Koinonia in their honor. 
 

2. Future Leadership Changes.  At the 2021 Annual Meeting a “regular” – not transitional -  board of 
directors will assume future leadership.  Below is a list of the next leaders.  They will be guided and led 
by Dr. Kathleen R. Ruen, Executive Director.  “Kathleen” is three-quarters and interim at present.  The 
next board will consider whether to change her status to full time and permanent.  Please keep all 
these leaders in your prayers. 
 
Returning for a 1 year term: 

 
Dr. Anthony Geraci 
Mr. Mark Wilson 
Rev. Bob Wollenburg 

 
Serving a 2 or 3 year term (TBD) 

 
Mr. Jose Afandor Jr.  
Ms. Carol Bliefernich 
Ms. Katie Cunningham 
Ms. Sherry Costello 
Ms. Shirley Erland 
Mr. Gerry Falco 
Ms. Patricia Rose 
Mr. Christoph Schulze 
Mr. JD Struckmann 
 
 

 



3. Board Development.  The next board will engage in an on-going program of board development.  
Kathleen and I have been meeting with Lutheran nonprofit board coach Keith Johnson to prepare the 
new board to meet board expectations, set goals and evaluate outcomes.  “The Corporate Person” by 
Harold Everson, published by Lutheran Services in America and written specifically for Lutheran 
nonprofit boards, will be used to develop healthy practices and good relationships. 

 
4. Past and New Visions.  Koinonia’s mission statement remains: “Koinonia is where God transforms and 

prepares people in an outdoor environment to love and serve one another.” Adding to this mission 
purpose is a vision of Koinonia’s ministry that is “sustainable, ministry driven, diverse, collaborative, 
worship centered.”  The mission and vision will the foundation on which strategic initiatives are built. 

 
5. Restored and Future Buildings. You have read in past newsletters about repairs upgrades to existing 

buildings, such as climate-controlled units in the Kairos Conference Center guest rooms.  The current 
and next board will also be looking at plans for a new campground shower house and a new trail 
building.   
 

6. Past and New Programs.  Koinonia will “reopen” soon for congregational retreats, youth gatherings, 
shared interest groups (quilting, craft painting, a hunting club, for example) and for special events.  
Koinonia will also “open” to new groups and non-Lutherans. To you who read this, please give 
prayerful thought to diverse individuals and communities open to God’s transformative love and invite 
them to consider a retreat at Koinonia. 
 

7. Annual Meeting 
The Annual meeting will be held this Sunday, February 28th from 3pm-6pm.  Pastors, Delegates, and 
Participants need to register on this Eventbrite link: 
 
Koinonia Annual Meeting Tickets, Sun, Feb 28, 2021 at 3:00 PM | Eventbrite 
 
On Friday, Delegates, Pastors, and Board Members will be sent a zoom link.  Participants who are not 
voting will be sent a youtube link so they may watch.  If you have the youtube link and have a question 
to ask during the annual meeting, you can email the executive director at kkruen@koinoniany.org and 
she can read the questions as they are received. 
 

Peace in Christ!  
 
Bob Wollenburg and Kathleen Ruen 


